Music scanning hints & tips – robin@sibelius.com.  (last amended Feb 2003)

Here are some hints on the scanning process, using a cheap Canon slimline scanner ($99 from Staples), and Photoscore version 2.  If you wish to scan using a Mac, all these points are the same, except save your work as a TIFF file rather than as a BITMAP.  You can follow these steps with any scanner you have bought.

Important note: Photoscore regularly updates its software.  You can usually download the latest version for FREE.  Just visit the user area of the Sibelius or Neuratron websites: www.sibelius.com or www.neuratron.com).

The Canon scanner itself came with various bits of scanning software (ArcSoft PhotoBase and ArcSoft PhotoStudio 2000) which you can use actually to create all of your scans, be they pictures or music, so you don’t necessarily need to use the scanning software inside Photoscore.  This software is simple to use, and there’s no need for a manual.  Other scanners might have other software, and it’s all much the same in functionality.

The only important decision you have to make concerns what resolution at which you wish to scan.  For music, I’d recommend scanning at 300dpi (dots per inch) and in grayscale (as opposed to black and white or color).  Make sure your scanner can achieve these settings – most of them do.  If the music is particularly small, you might need to try 400 dpi instead. 

If you’re planning to scan color photos (maybe your family album!), then experiment with higher settings, but remember that the higher your settings, the larger the file size of the scans you create.  Also, you’ll have to make a decision about what file format to which you want to save your scans. 

For music on the PC, you should save them as BITMAPS (files ending with .bmp). For photos, you might find it easier to save them as JPEGS (files ending with .jpg), particularly as jpg files are smaller than bmp files, and are therefore easier to send to friends via email. Don’t save music as .jpg files, as the resolution isn’t high enough.

I loaded the full version of Photoscore Pro (which effectively bypasses Photoscore Lite), and started with some printed music.  Photoscore will be much less happy with photocopies or handwritten scores. Photoscore Lite works the same as Photoscore Pro, except it doesn’t read text, and reads fewer musical markings.

1
Place the music on the scanner (make sure all the page is viewable by the scanner).  If your music is larger than the scanner’s surface, you might want to scan it in 2 parts, and reassemble these separate scores together when you’re in Sibelius.

Press the scanner’s button to initiate scanning, which might take a minute per page.  For multiple pages, just scan each page separately and tell Photoscore later that you’d like to read all the pages, one by one.

2
When finished, the scanning software will take you to a screen where you can edit the image if you need. One thing I tend to do here is crop down the size of the image, removing white space at the edge of the score.  Just don’t remove any of the actual music, such as the clefs etc.

3
Save your work as a bitmap (windows) tiff (Mac) and put it into a scanned music folder you can create on your hard drive or desktop.

Then shut down the scanning software and the image.  You’re now ready to launch Photoscore (which should be a separate icon on your desktop).  On older versions of Sibelius, Photoscore Lite lives “inside” Sibelius.

4
Start Photoscore or Photoscore Lite, and from the “open” menu, just search for the bitmap or tiff on your hard drive.  Photoscore will spend a few seconds adjusting the image, making sure the music is correctly aligned, and that it can see the clefs, systems and notes etc.  You should then see the music displayed in Photoscore.  Don’t worry if it looks a bit grainy!

5
Press the “Read page” button at the top of the screen, and you’ll get a menu asking what things on the score you’d like to be recognized. You might want to try this process with various different settings checked, to see what works best: for example, you may want to turn off text recognition and add the text later, when in Sibelius. With Photoscore Lite, you don’t have the option to check boxes.

At this point, the optical character recognition process will start.  This may take up to a few minutes, depending on the complexity of the score.

6
When this process is complete, you’ll get the edit screen, where you can check the accuracy of the scan.  The original picture you scanned will be at the top of the screen, and further down the page will be Photoscore’s rendition of it.  It’s important at this stage to move around the score, correcting any red markings that might be there: these are timing related, where Photoscore thinks the bar does not add up.  Incidentally, do make sure there’s a time signature in the score (although you may find that Photoscore tries to calculate one anyway).  This is essential, so that Photoscore knows how many notes SHOULD be in each measure.  There is a Create menu at the top of the screen, where you should be able to find what you need to add.

7
To change note values, use the keypad on the screen, just like Sibelius.  Don’t forget that you can also copy selected notes using Alt+click (windows) or Option + click (Mac), and select notes and move them with the up/down arrow keys to change their pitch.  You don’t have to clean everything up at this point (since you can wait until it’s in Sibelius), but it’s a good idea to get the timings right, to prevent Sibelius “cleaning up” your score, and possibly removing notes.

You can also drag the score up and down to navigate around it, using the scroll bar on the right hand side of the screen.  At all times, you should be able to compare the original scan (at the top of the page) with the recognized scan (below).  Just concentrate on removing all the red markings.  You should also be able to PLAY your score at this stage to check the accuracy, if you wish.

8
When you’re done with this stage, hit the Sibelius icon at the top of the screen (between save and play), and this should send the image into Sibelius.  Choose some manuscript paper (I recommend “letter” or “tabloid”), and send it into Sibelius.

At this point you can obviously edit the score as you would in Sibelius.  You may find that hairpins and dynamics need repositioning etc. if you’ve used Photoscore Pro.

9
Obviously, you can now transpose your score, or perhaps rearrange the instrumentation by adding new instruments, copying and pasting notes, and deleting the original staffs etc.  You can also play your score back and make a recording.

By the way, your original image will remain in the Photoscore list of previously scanned images, just in case you’d like to try the process again.

If you’re scanning a transposed score or perhaps a score with hidden staffs in it, refer to the suggestions made in the Photoscore Pro user guide.

For other steps in editing things using Sibelius, please use my other handouts for Sibelius.  Have fun! 

