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Introduction:

Problems: 

1. No time—more classes—more kids in each class

2. All kinds of learners—slow, fast, visual, graphic learners!

3. No time to learn software!

Answers:

1. No Time—Use software to introduce new concepts.  Follow up in class

2. Types of learners— Software provides “Multiple Ways of Knowing”

—Software  lets students go own pace—usually has written as well as visual representation.

3. No time to learn software—only learn what you need to get started,  add the rest later—it will make more sense.

Why use Music Software—your ideas?

Music Software—tools for your classroom:


(limited to my favorite 3 programs)

1.  Music Ace by Harmonic Vision (harmonicvision.com)

· Two versions:

· Music Ace—concentrates on note reading and the keyboard

· Music Ace 2—concentrates on rhythm.  It is a little more difficult for some students

· Age suitable:  I have used it for 3rd grade through Juniors at IUPUI

· Format:  Tutorial with Maestro Max and Games—Learning made fun!
· Use:

· Individual Use—assign  certain sessions as part of their grade—also designate the lowest score that will be accepted.

· Group use—use a room monitor and assign a technical assistant to control the mouse—works great in a keyboard lab so that all students can perform the tasks.  Teacher can circulate to  help students keep on task.

· Your experiences with Music Ace or Music Ace2?

2.  Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory (alfredpub.com)

· Versions:  Three levels available:  Vol. 1, 2 and 3  each has 25 lessons.  Each Vol. Is progressively more advanced and would be suitable for beginning music theory classes.  

· Age suitable:  

· Vol. 1 would be suitable for upper elementary and middle school students.  

· Vol. 2 would be suitable for middle school and high school band and choir students.  

· Vol. 3 would work for high school and university beginning theory classes.  

· Format:  Interactive Tutorial 

· Use:

· Individual instruction—Assign  certain sessions as part of their grade.  Reviews are given at the end of each lesson.  Percentage scores are given for each review and an average percentage score is given for all of the Reviews finished.

· Group instruction—Assign  one student to be the technical assistant—others participate in answering the questions after listening to the tutorial.

· Your experiences with Alfred’s Essentials?

3. Band-in-a-Box by PG Music (pgmusic.com)

· Versions:  

· Newest version is Band-in-a-Box 12,  I use Version 11 which has many new features.

· Several levels with various features are available:  Standard, Powerpack, and Mega Pack with various features added for each price level.

· Age suitable:  
· Students in upper elementary grades or middle school could use this program.

· Music teachers could find many uses for this creative program

· Format:  an intelligent sequencer
· Use:

· Students:  
· Learning to use chords as accompaniments
· Practicing improvisation over a chord accompaniment
· Creating accompaniments for original or composed melodies.
· Experiencing a variety of accompaniment styles 
· Teachers

· Creating accompaniments for anything from drills (Circle of 5th’s Exercise) and exercises to ensemble performances

· Writing out the Band-in-a-Box instrumental parts for use with student ensembles so that you are not tied to the piano

· Finding the perfect style for an accompaniment

· Making practice tapes for band and choir members

· Creating accompaniments for teaching improvisation

· My favorite!!!  Making an accompaniment from a Fake Book Chart. (It Don’t Mean a Thing)

· Your experiences with Band-in-a-Box?

Ask Attendees to Play with Band in a Box!

· Enter 12 Bar Blues in C

· Pick a Jazz/Blues style

· Transpose to Eb

· Improvise on the black keys

(Idea from Tom Rudolph used by permission)

