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The primary purpose for notation programs like Finale and Sibelius2 is to notate music in a professional (or near-professional) looking manner.  Not surprisingly, this single application of the software dominates its use by music educators.  I’d like to share some variations on that theme that have worked well for me, and colleagues I know, over the years.  This is not an attempt to comprehensively list all ways that music notation programs could be used in music education; it is merely a presentation of some of my favorites.  

One thing I can say with certainty:  The more intimately you know your music notation program and its capabilities, the more ways you will find for it to make your music teaching job simpler and more effective.  

I strongly advise educators to immerse themselves in one computer application at a time, using it frequently to learn it well and maximize their effectiveness with that software.  If you - as a music educator - only ever learn one program, it should be a computer music notation application such as Finale or Sibelius2.  I hope I can make a compelling case with these examples!

All examples show screenshots of Finale 2002.

14. SEQUENCING/PLAYBACK.  A great use for notation software that you may not have thought of is sequencing!  Using Finale, you can create accompaniments to chorus and band selections, as well as solo and small ensemble pieces.  You could also use the playback feature to preview arrangements and compositions you’re working on. Expressive markings, tempos, etc. can be programmed for playback.  Using notation programs as such saves you having to learn another program.  (Sooner or later, if you do a lot of Finale “sequencing”, you’ll sense it’s limitations and want to move on to a dedicated sequencer.)  Some teachers in our district use Finale to prepare SMFs for in class rehearsal and for posting on the web.
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How to create an Articulation/Expression and program it for playback.
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· How to save a Finale doc as a SMF (Type 1)
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· How how to Import a SMF
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13. STEP-RECORDING.  When you do make the leap to sequencing, because your primary concern is producing what you want listeners to hear (not what you want players to see), you will notice that non-keyboard players are given the option of Step-Recording.  While this enables trumpeters like myself to enter even the most complex parts, I have found this feature’s implementation to be very un-intuitive.  A work-around used by many musicians is to enter notes (or a part/track) in Finale, save it as a SMF, then open it in the sequencer.

· How Step-Record is implemented in Digital Performer (or FreeStyle).
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· Band-in-a-Box  Step-Enter feature of awkward to use.

12. EXPORT GRAPHICS.  Maybe you or your students are preparing a research paper that needs musical examples, or perhaps you want to create a quiz for your 8th Grade general music section.  Or maybe you just want to incorporate a musical example into an 11x17 poster, or a music analysis graphic, or some sort of musical tutorial.  Regardless, it is very easy to save an entire Finale file, a page or a particular section or measure, in one of the common graphic image file formats, for use in a text editor such as MS Word or AppleWorks.

· How to export a measure from a Finale doc into MS Word.
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11. DEDICATED ARRANGEMENT.  Whether it’s a duet for use in the 5th grade play or a middle school band arrangement which respects the ability levels and size of your various sections, kids get a kick out of doing music they know was written just for them.  And a neat by-product I’ve experienced is that some will ask you, “Hey, how’d you do that?” (referring to the typesetting of music) and you can turn them on to MakeMusic's NotePad, a free notation download.

· Walkin’ Cool and Oye Como Va for 5th grade band.
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10. SCROLLING MUSIC.  Use your program’s visual playback feature to scroll music you are studying.  It is a great way to demonstrate to students musical elements such as texture (polyphonic, monophonic), melodic contour, counterpoint, principals of arranging, etc.  If you've created an arrangement for your ensemble, this may be a good way to introduce it to them.

· [image: image10..pict]Play/Scroll Settings (Bach Invention).

9. CUSTOM PARTS.  Use Finale to create custom parts for an existing arrangement.  For example, in some elementary band arrangements, there is usually a Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon part and a Tuba part.  With 10 trombones, 3 baritones and 1 tuba in your ensemble, however, you may choose to have the baritones double the tuba 8va.  Simply play (or scan in) the Tuba part and then transpose.  Or say in that same band you have 12 alto saxes?  I’ve divided my alto section and had the “2nd Altos” double the tuba 8va.  Here you’d need to adjust the Tuba part by transposing and change clef. Other things I like to do with Finale are: create an “Optional” Clarinet part which has some notes above the break (differentiated instruction); create easier/harder percussion parts (differentiated instruction) or extra percussion parts (to diffuse the sound of 6 snare drums).

· How to transpose and change clef.

· [image: image11..pict]Could scan a part with SmartScore (Finale) or PhotoScore (Sibelius2) and transpose, but still requires a fair amount of editing.  Finale 2003 expected to be best scanning yet.

8. EASY ENSEMBLE.  Score a trio (Part 1, Part 2, Piano) and churn out transposed parts as needed for a full sounding ensemble you can put together with little hassle.  

· Fanfare for Low Brass
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· Pomp & Circumstance (use for awards assembly at year’s end)

7. BAND/ORCHESTRA ACCOMPANIMENT FOR SOLOIST.  Say you have a hot shot player working on a solo that either doesn’t have a piano accompaniment, or for which you’d like to have your ensemble accompany.  Create a simple-to-learn accompaniment for your band in Finale and feature the efforts of your solist.

· Winter Waltz (Flower of Damascus, Arban’s)
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6. STUDENT COMPOSITIONS.  Here are four steps to guiding even young kids to express themselves with notation software.  1) Encourage improvisation, creation of tunes, in lessons (see Accent on Achievement Book 1), 2) Hand out manuscript paper (made with Finale!) for them to jot down notes to tunes they are writing (don’t worry if they can’t notate correct rhythm…maybe they just use dots), 3) help students notate their tunes correctly (either you with Finale or them with NotePad), 4) Leave staves blank for possibility of adding a piano accompaniment later.

· [image: image14..pict]Nicole Boger's Joy and Happiness; Megan Thomas’s A Spring Day.
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· NotePad is a FREE download at makemusic.com!

· Blues improvisation card.
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5. CHECK RANGE.  When you use Finale to do an arrangement, you can have the software check your parts for notes out of range (you can customize the ranges, too).

· How to use the Check Range Plug-in.
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4. SONGS TO MOTIVATE.  Develop an arsenal of songs that your students will be excited about having to play.  Present them at key moments in their instrumental journey: Use these at the beginning of the year for a fun review, or hand out at the end of the year to motivate kids to play during the summer, OR hand out when a lesson group (or individual) is getting discouraged so they won’t quit! 

· From Best-Loved Song Sheet: “Go, Fight, Win”

[image: image25..pict]

3. CREATE .pdf FILES TO SHARE.  Not everyone has Finale, but most computer users have the free Adobe Acrobat Reader.  You can send notation files electronically in the .pdf format and be fairly certain the user on the other end will be able to view/print it.  I use .pdf’s of documents created with Finale to post sheet music on the web and to share with colleagues as email attachments.

· Home Practice Online

http://astro.temple.edu/~swatson

For access into "Faculty Room" area...

USER: faculty

PASSWORD: VIP

Both Finale and Sibelius2 support free web browser plug-ins (Finale Viewer and Scorch) that play specially saved versions of their files, and the functionality is great (allows users to play files as they scroll, change tempo, etc.)  However (at present) far more users will have Acrobat Reader than are willing to download, configure and use those plug-ins. 

· 2. CUSTOM EXERCISES.  There’s almost nothing you can’t do with a combination of text, music and graphics!  Special settings in Finale include: Turn off courtesy time signature and key change; force (show) time signature on each line; add double bar to end of line; text tool instructions, etc.  And once you create an exercise, it can be altered, expanded, reworked, etc. year after year.

· Clarinet Warm-Up sheet. 
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· Components include:
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(Finale 2003 Changes the Document Options implementation somewhat....)
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1. EAR-TRAINING.  Each year, students ask me for sheet music to many familiar tunes.  Maybe it’s their dad’s birthday and they want to play "Happy Birthday" at his party.  Or they’ve been asked to play at church and want Beethoven’s Ode to Joy (not just the first phrase).  I have these engraved with Finale and I used to just hand them out.  Now I make them work a little.  Using trial-and-error and their band instrument, students can find the missing notes you’ve hidden in a Finale document.  This sharpens their ability to audiate and their familiarity with their instrument.

Before you dismiss this idea, ask yourself how many times a student has asked you for the music to some song they want to play (Happy Birthday, Iron Man, Taps, etc.)!

· [image: image21..pict]How to hide notes or measures in an example like Ode to Joy.
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